Anna's story: narratives of personal experience about being labeled learning disabled.
The narratives of personal experience of an adolescent named Anna provided insights into two issues: first, how well her discourse conformed to linguistic expectations for the types of narrative traditionally deemed acceptable in school, and second, the themes associated with the presentation of self that Anna and her peers addressed when talking about their personal experiences as students labeled learning disabled. By narrative, we mean the root metaphor for human sense-making that is described in the following epigraph by Bruner. We found that Anna's narrative differed from typical school-based expectations in that its structure was reminiscent of the oral tradition. From the group of students, we heard themes of isolation, undervaluing, and oppression. We recommend a more thoughtful and respectful approach to educational decision making that gives voice to students.